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small in stature, did not make much impression on us whose
eyes had been accustomed to the varied and picturesque aspect
of an Indian crowd. In their manner and bearing they seemed
to be a light-hearted laughter-loving people.

At Eangun we met Colonel (now Sir Arthur) Phayre, the
Commissioner of Pegu which was the maritime province of the old
Burmese kingdom and comprised the delta of the Irawaddy. It
had been annexed on Lord DaJhousie's recommendation after the
conclusion of the second Burmese'war. Phayre had been at the
head of that mission to Ava graphically described by Henry
Yule. He became afterwards the first Chief Commissioner of
British Burma, and ultimately Governor of the Mauritius, He
was at this time bringing the administration of Pegu to an
advanced stage. His knowledge of the language, history
and customs of the Burmese people was very considerable;
he had also devoted much study to the Buddhist re-
ligion which the Burmese profess. Though a man of gentle
manners courteous address and discriminating judgment, he
was yet full of energy and resolution, and as a ruler was
popular and respected. "We now started with him in a river
steamer on a short voyage up the Irawaddy, to see the upper
part of Pegu, also the border between that province and the
kingdom of Ava which is all that now remains to the Burmese
dynasty out of the old Burmese empire.

On leaving Eangun our vessel for the first two days passed
through the deltaic creeks and channels of the Irawaddy; the flat
banks being continuously clothed with low forest. At eventide
the scene would consist of gorgeous clouds mirrored in an
expanse of water; the splendour of the sky being parted from
that of the water by the dark horizontal line of the low wooded
bank. Then we passed tinder the solitary and precipitous cliff of
which the scarped side is carved with Buddhist images in bas-
relief, and from which the Burmese authorities in former days
used to collect toll on the laden boats plying up and down
the river. After a time the group of detached hills came into
sight in the midst of which is situated the city of Prome.
One of these hills was covered and crowned with pagodas;